
Yarrow Point Original Grade Guidelines 

The Town of Yarrow Point requires that an “Original Grade” certification prepared by a licensed 
surveyor or geotechnical engineer showing the grade as established by YPMC 17.08.170 
be included in the submittal of a building permit application. 

17.08.170 Original grade. 

“Original grade” means the grade of undisturbed earth which existed at the time of incorporation 
of the Town of Yarrow Point, June 30, 1959. (Ord. 453 § 5.17. 1996) 

Original Grade Certification is a drawing that shows the original grade (as defined by YPMC 
17.08.170) contours of the site. The entire site must be included in the original grade drawing 
because the allowed building height at every point is related to the original grade at that point. 
This drawing must be prepared and stamped by a licensed surveyor or geotechnical engineer. A 
survey showing existing grade must also be provided.  

Original grade (1959) may be stablished based on plat records, geotechnical information, 
building permit records, elevations at site features that pre-date incorporation such as the base 
of mature trees and walls or by other means. The drawing must note the basis for the original 
grade shown. The Town may have plats or surveys of the area available at Town Hall for 
information. King County also maintains a database of recorded surveys and plats that is 
available on the World Wide Web. 

Once the information is collected, an original grade drawing can usually be created. 

Attached are a couple of examples of original grade certifications. The methodology a surveyor 
or geotechnical engineer uses to prepare an original grade drawing will differ based on site 
location, and the surveyor or geotechnical engineer’s preferred approach to establish original 
grade. The Town does not require a specific methodology be followed.  

The following examples show 2 methods used by licensed surveyors to establish original grade. 
Each example has been labeled by the number to correspond to the elements shown below. 

Example 1: 

1. Original grade contours shown on stamped drawing with legend to identify the contours.
Existing grade contours are included on the original grade drawing in this example.

2. Stamped letter from surveyor outlining basis of original grade shown.

Example 2: 

1. Original grade contours shown on stamped drawing. Existing grade contours were
provided on a separate survey.

2. Surveyor’s note showing documents researched and used for basis of original grade.



 

Example 3 is from a geotechnical engineer. 

Example 3: 

 

1. Existing grade survey of site is shown. 

 

2. Stamped letter verifying that in this case the existing grade is also the original grade. 
Letter outlines basis of the original grade. 
 

This information is provided to show the documentation that is necessary for Original Grade 
certification. The examples are not meant to be the limit of acceptable documents but a guide to 
help the applicant understand what is necessary to show original grade as defined by the Town 
of Yarrow Point. 

 

Suggestion: 

The following example outlines a suggested method of depicting how proposed building height 
meets the height requirements of the Town. 

 

Example 4: 

 

1. Original grade shown as dark contours. A separate stamped letter outlining the method 
for determining original grade was also provided by the geotechnical engineer. (Not 
shown) 
 

2. Architect overlaid proposed roof plan over the original grade contours and labeled the 
proposed height of each roof peak in order to show compliance with the Town’s height 
requirement at all points along existing grade.  
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